06/23/2005 13:02 FAX 5034256801 



Banner & Vitcoff Ltd 



@003/018 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 
Please cancel claims 77-81, as indicated below. A complete listing of daims pending in the 
qyplication following entry of this Amendment are presented as follows: 

1 . (Original) An article of footwear having an upper and a sole stnictuxe, the upper comprising: 

an exterior lay^ forming at least a porticxi of an exterior of the iqiper, ti)e extmor layer 

inchiding a plurality of incisions that extend tiirou^ the exterior layer; and 
an intmor layer located adjacent at least a portion of an inner surfieice of the exterior 
layer, the interior layer being exposed through at least a portion of the incisions* 
wherein a first portion of the incisions are oriented to provide slietdi in a direction that extends 
between a medial side and a lateral side of the iqiper, and a seccmd portion of the indsions are 
positioned adjacent the medial side and in a forefoot region of the upper. 

2. (Original) The article of footwear redted in claim 1, wherein the fiist portion of the in^^ 
are oriented popendicular to the second portion of the indsions. 

3. (Original) The article offootwearredted in claim 1, wherein the first portion of the inc^ 
are oriented longitudinally with respect to the footwear, and the second portion of the indsions 
are oriented laterally wifli respect to the footwear. 

4. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 1, wherein at least a portion of the 
indsions form a plurality of lines on the upper, and the indsions in adjacent lines are offset fi^ 
each other. 

5. (Original) The artide of footwear recited in daim 1, wherein the sole structure includes a 
plurality of slpes that extend upward into the sole structure. 

6. (Original) The article of footwear redted in claim 5, wherein the sipes include: 

a first sipe that extends longitudinally through an entire length of the sole structure; 
a second sipe foat extends longitudinally Ihrou^ only a portion of the length of the sole 
structure; and 
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at least a third sipe that e^tauls laterally. 

7. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 6, wherein a width of the third sipe is 
greater than a width of the first sipe and die second sipe, thereby fonning a reverse flex line in 
the sole structure. 

8. (Original) The article offootweari^ted In claim 7, wh^ein a single third sipe is pr^ 

male version of the footwear and at least two of the third sipe are presmt in a female version of 
die footwear. 

9. (Original) The article of iMtwear redted in claim S, wherein a thiclmess of the oo 
portion varies longitudinally. 

10. (Original) Theartideof fi>otwearredtedinclahnS» whmindieoonnectu^ 

first dudmess in a forefoot region of the footwear, the connecting portion has a second thidcness 
in a midfoot region of die footwear, and the connecting portion has a diird diidcness in a heel 
region of the footwear, the first and diird thicknesses bemg less dian the second dtickness. 

11. (Original) ThearticlcoffootwearredtedindaimS, wherein die sole structure has a first 
overall thickness in a forrfoot region of die footwear^ and the sole structure has a second overall 
diidmess in a hed region of die footwear, die first diickness being less dian the second thiciknfiss. 

12. (Original) The artide of footwear redted in claim 1 1 , wherein a difference between the first 
overall thickness and the second overall thidmess is greater in a female version of the footwear 
than in a male version of the footwear. 

13. (Ori^nal) The article of footwear recited in claim 5, wh^iein at least a portion of the sole 
strocture is formed through a molding process that indudes a mold widi blades for fcvming the 
sipes. 
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14. (Qrigiiiai) The article of footwear recited in claim 13, wherein the molding process is 
selected from a gpyxrp consisting of injection molding, pourmg, and compression molding. 

15. (Original) The article of footwear redted in claim 1, wherein at least a portion of a heel 
region of the u^ier is formed fiom a single layer of material. 

16. (Original) Theartideof footwear recfted in daim 15, wherein the single Uyer of 
the interior layer. 

17. (Original) The article of footwear redted in claim hwhttdn the interior layw forms at 1^ 
a portion of an interior surface of the upper flirouj^rt a longitudinal ImgOi of the footwear, and 
the interior layer forms both the interior surfooe and an exterior surface of the iqpjyer in a heel , 
regi(m of die upper. 

18. (Original) An artide of footwear comprising: 

an upper for receiving a foot of a wearer, die upper induding: 

an exterior layer that fomis at least a poition of an exterior of tfie ^spp^^ the 
exterior layer inff ^yi«^g a plurality of indsions that extend throu^ the 
exterior layer, and 

an intoior layer located adjacent at least a pordon of an inner suifoce of the 
exterior lay». the interior layer being eiqiosed through at least a portion of 
the indsions; and 

a sole sbucture secured to the upper and having a connecting portion and a plurality of 
discrete sole dements extending downward firom the connecting portion, the 
connecting portion bemg positioned adjacent die upper and the sole dements 
being separated by a plurality of sipes that extend upward into the sole structure. 

19. (Original) The article of footwear redted in claim 18, wherein a forst group of die ind 
extend in a longitudinal direction that corresponds with a direction b^een a forefoot region and 
a heel region of the footwear, and a second group of the indsions extend in a lateral direction 
diat corresponds with a direction between a medial side and a laterd side of the footwear. 
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20. (Original) Theaitideof footwear redted in daim 19, wh^i^ 

are positioned in a portion of the iqpper corresponding with a hallux of the wearer. 

21. (Original) The artide of footwear ledted in daim 18, herein the first group of the 
indsions are located on at least one of a medial side and a laterd side of the footwear. 

22. (Original) The aitide of footwear ledted in claim 21, ^Aicroin a poi^ 
indsions are located on an instep area of the footwear. 

23. (Original) The ardcle of footwear recited in claim 18, wherein &e indsions form a plurality 
of lines on die i^>per, and the indsions in adjacent lines are offiet 

24. (Original) Theadideof footwear redted in claim 18, wherein at least a potti 
region of the upper is fomied from a single layer of material. 

25. (Original) The artide offootwearredted in claim 24, wherdn die single layer of mate^ 
die interior layer. 

26. (Original) The article of footwear ledted in claim 18, wherein the interior layer fomis at 
least a portion of an interior sur&oe of the vpper thiou^iout a longitudinal lengdi of the 
footwear, and the interior layer fomis bodi die interior sur&ce and an exterior surface of the 
upper in a hed region of the upper. 

27. (Original) ThB article of footwear redted in daim 1 8, wherdn the sipes include: 

a first sipe that extends longitudinally throu^ an entire lengdi of the sole structure; 
a second sipe that extends longitudinally through only a portion of the lengdi of the sole 
structure; and 

a plurality of third sipes diat extend laterally from a medial side to a lateral side of the 
sole structure. 
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28* (OrigisAl) The article of footwear recited in claim 27, wherein a first portion of the third 
sipes are positioned in a forefoot region of the footwear and a second portion of the thizd sipes 
are positioned in a heel region of the footwear, the first portion of the thiid sipes bdng angled 
with respect to the second portion of the third sipes. 

29. (Original) The article of footwear redtcd in daim 28, wherehi the first ^ 
sipes are an^ed with respect to the second portion of the third sipes. 

30. (Ori^al) The article of footwear recited in daim 27, wherein a widtii of at least one of flie 
tiiiid sipes is greater than a width of the first sipe and tiie second sipe, therd>y foiming arevme 
fla line in the sole structure. 

3L (Original) The article of footwear redted in daim 30, wherein a female vatdon of the 
footwear indiides at least two of the third sipes with widtiis that are greater tiian the widdi of the 
first sipe and the second sipe, and a male version of the footwear indudes one of the tiiird sdpes 
with file width that is greater than the width of the first sipe and fbe second sipe. 

32. (Original) Theartideof footwear recited in claim 27, whmntiie phiiality of thiix) si^ 
at least ten sipes. 

33. (Original) The article of footwear redted in daim 1 8, wherein a thickness of the connecting 
portion varies longitudinally. 

34. (Original) The article of footwear redted in daim 18, wherein the connecting portion has a 
first duckness in a forefoot region of the footwear, the connecting portion has a second thidcness 
in a midfoot region of the footwear, and the connecting portion has a third thickness in' a hed 
region of the footwear, the first and third thicknesses heing less than the second thickness. 

35. (Original) Thearticleof footwear redted in claim 34, wherein the first thidcness is less than 
the third thickness. 
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36* (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 18, wherein the sole structure has a first 
overall thickness in a forefoot region of the footwear, and the sole structure has a second overall 
thickness in a heel region of the footwear, the first thickness being less than the second thickness. 

37. (Original) The article of footwear redted in claim 36, wherdn a diiier^ce betwem 
overall thickness and the second overall thickness is greater in a female version of the footwear 
than in a male version of the footwear. 

38. (Original) The article of footwear redted in daim 37, wherein the difference betwem 
first overall thickness and the second overall fliickness in flie female version is ^qyproximately 12 
millimeters, and the difforence between the first overall thickness and the second overall 
thidcness in the male version is approximately 8 millimeters. 

39. (Original) Hie article of footwear redted in daim 18, wherein tibe sole structure is foxmed 
throu^ a molding pcooess that includes a mold with blades for foraung the sipes. 

40. (Original) The article of footwear redted in claim 39, wherdn the molding process is 
selected fiom a gpyup consisting of injection molding, pouring, and compression molding. 

4U (Original) Anarddeof footwear having an upper and a sole stnicture secured to the uppe^ 
the sole structure comprising: 

a connecting portion positioned adjacent the upper and extending along a longitudinal 
length of the upper, the connecting portion having: 

a first thickness in a forefoot region of the footwear, 
a second tfaidmess in a midfoot region of the footwear, and 
a third thickness in a heel region of the footwear, 
the fiist and third thidcnesses being less than the second thickness; and 
a plurality of discrete sole elements extending downward fix)m the connecting portion, 
the sole dements being sqiarated by a plurality of sipes fiiat extend upward into 
the sole structure. 
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42. (Original) The article of footwear itdted in claim 41, wherdn 
the tbird thickness. 

43. (Original) Tbearticleof footwear redted in claim 41, wherein the plurality of 

a first sipe and a second sipe that extend in a longitudinal direction with respect to the footwear. 

44. (Original) The artide of footwear ledted in claini 43, wheidn the first sipe 

an atire length of the sole stnioture, and the second aipe extends fhrouj^ only a portion of the 
Imgth of the sole structureL 

45. (Original) Tlieaitideoffootwearredted in claim 44, ^^erein the fii^ sipe is spaced 

fiom a lateral side of the sole structure in at least a forefoot region of the fbotwear» and the first 
sipe is approximatdy centered between the lateral side and a medial side of the sole stnictme in a 
heel region of die footwear. 

46. (Original) Ibe artide of footwear recited in claim 45, wherein die first sipe exhiUts a 
curved configuration. 

47. (Original) The artide of footwear recited in claim 43, wherein the second sipe is positioned 
in at least a forefoot region of die footwear, and the second sipe is approximately centered 
between a latmd side and a medial side of the sole stmcture. 

48. (Original) The article of footwear redted in claim 43, wherein the plurality of sipes also 
include a plurality of third sipes that extend laterally from a medial side to a lateral side of the 
sole structure. 

49. (Original) The artide of footwear recited in claim 48, wherein a first portion of the thiid 
sipes are positioned in a forefoot region of die footwear and a second portion of tiie third sipes 
are positioned in a heel region of the footwear, the first portion of the third sipes beiog angled 
widi respect to the second portion of the third sipes. 
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50- (Origmal) The article of footwear recited in claim 49, wherein the first portion of the third 
sipes are angled with respect to the second portion of die tluid sipes.. 

51. (Original) The article of footwear redted in daim 48, wherdn a width of at least one of 
UmA sipes is greater than a width of the first sipe and the second sipe, thereby forming a reverse 
flex line in the sole structure. 

52. (Original) Hie article of footwear redted in daim 51^ wherein a female version of the 
footwear includes at least two of the third sipes with widths that are greater than the width of the 
first sipe and die second sipe, and a male vision of die footwear indudes one of the third sipes 
wididie width that is greater than the width of the first sipe and the second sipe. 

53. (Original) Theartideof footwear redted in claim 48, wherein the phirality of the thM 
is at least ten sipes. 

54. (Original) The artide of footwear redted in daim 43, wherein a depth of at least the first 
sqve increases as the first sipe extends fiom a fiom a forefoot region of the footwear to a hed 
region of die footwear. 

55. (Orighial) The article of footwear redted in daim 41, wherein die sole structure has a first 
overall thickness in a forefoot region of the footwear, and the sole structure has a second overall 
thickness in a hed region of the footwear, the first ^ckness being less dian the second thidcness. 

56. (Original) The artide of footwear recited in claim 55, wherein a difference brtwecn the first 
overall tfaidmess and the second overall thickness is greater in a female version of the footwear 
than in a male version of the footwear* 

57. (Original) The article of footwear recited in daim 56, wherein the difference between the 
first overall thickness and the second overall thickness in the female version is approximately 12 
millimeters, and the difference between the first overall thickness and the second overall 
thickness in the male version is approximatdy 8 millnneters. 
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58. (Original) The article of fixrtwearredted in claim 41, whe^ 

tbiough a molding process that includes a mold with blades for forming tiic sipes. 

59. (Original) Hie article of footwear recited m claim 58, wherein the molding process is 
selected from a group consisting of injection molding, pouring, and oompiession molding. 

60. (Original) Thearticleof footwear ledted in claim 41, wherein at leas* one outso^ 
is secured to a lower surface of at least one of the sole elements. 

61. (Origmal) The artide of footwear recited in claim 41, wherein the 

an exterior layer fomung at least a portion of an ^erior of the upper, the extmor layer 
including a plurality of tndsicms that extend fluoug)i the extmor layer; and 

an interior layer located adjacent at least a podrtion of an inner sur&ce of flie exterior 
layw, tfie interior layer being exposed tfaroufi^ at least a portion of the indsions. 

62. (Original) Thearticleof footwearrBdtedinolabn61, whereinafixstportionoflheic^ 
aie oriented to provide stretch in a direction Oiat extends between a medid^^^ side 
of the upper, and a second portion of the indsions are positioned adjacent the mcdid side and in 
a foiefbot region of the upper. 

63. (Origind) An artide of footwear having an iqyper and a sole stmcture secured to the upp^^ 
the sole structure comprising a phirdity of discrete sole elements extending downward fiom a 
connecting portion, the sole elements being separated by a plurality of sipes that extend qpwaid 
into the sole structure^ the plurality of sipes including: 

a first sipe oriented in a longitudinal direction with respect to the footwear, the fii^ sipe 
extending through an entire length of the sole structure, the first sipe being spaced 
inward fiom a laterd side of the sole structure in at least a forefoot region of the 
footwear, and the first sipe being fi^iproximately centered between the laterd side 
and a medid side of the sole structure in a heel region of the footwear; 
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a second sipe that extends in the longitudinal direction^ the second sipe extending through 

only a portion of the length of the sole stiucture; and 
a plurality of thitd sipes that extend laterally from the medial side to the lateral side of the 

sole structure. 

64. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 63, wherein the first sipe exhibits a 
carved configuration. 

65. (Original) The ardcle of footwear redted in claim 63, wherein the first sipe exhi^^ 
shaped configuration. 

66. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 63, wherein a depOi of the first sipe 
increases as ttie first sipe extends fiom fiie forefoot r^on to the heel regioa 

67. (Original) Theartideof footwear redted in daim 63, wherein the secozui sipe Is position 
in at least the fcsxeibot region of the footwear, and the second sipe is ai^ximately centered 
betwem the lateral side and the medial side. 

68. (Original) The article of footwear recited in daim 63, wherein a first portion of the third 
sipes are positioned in fiie forefoot region and a second portion of the third sipes are positioned 
in the heel region, the first portion of the third sipes being angled with respect to the second 
portion of the thiid sipes. 

69. (Original) The article offootwearredted in claim 68>whcrdn the first portion of the third 
sipes are angled with respect to the second portion of the third sipes. 

70. (Original) Thearticleof footwear redted in claim 63, wherein a width of at least one of the 
third sipes is greater than a width of other ones of the third sipes, thereby fomiing a reverse flex 
line in the sole structure. 
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71. (Original) The article of footwear redted in claim 70, wherein a female version of the 
fiwtwear inchides at least two of the third sipes with widths that are greater than the width of die 
other ones of the third sipes, and a male version of the fi>otwear indudes only one of the fhiid 
sipes with the width that is greater than the width of the other ones of the diiid sipes. 

72. (Original) The artide of footwear recited in claim 63, wherein &e plurality of the third sipes 
is at least ten sipes. 

73. (Origind) The artideoffootwearredted in claim 63. whoein the iq)p0 inchides: 

an exterior layer ik«t fonns at least a portion of an exterior of the upper, the exterior layer 
indnding a plurality of inddons ^t extend trough the exterior lqrer» and 

an interior layer located adjacent at least a portion of an inner sur&oe of the exterior 
layer, fbs interior Uya bdng exposed througji at least a portion of the inddons. 

74. (Original) The article offootwearredled in claim 73, wherein a first 9oup of the kddons 
extend in the longitudind direction, and a seccmd groiq) of tte inddons extend in the lateral 
direction. 

75. (Origind) Hie artide of footwear redted m daim 63, wherdn at least a portion of a hed 
region of tiie iqiper is foimed fiom a single Ucyec of materiaL 

76. (Origind) The article of footwear redted in daim 75, wherein the single layer of mat«id 
forms at least a portion of an interior siaface of the »5>per, and the single layer of materid fonns 
bofli the interior sur&ce and an exterior sui^ of flie uppet in flie heel region of the vppct. 

77-81. (Cancdled) 

82. (Origind) An artide of footwear comprising: 

an vpper formed fiom at lea^ one materid layer that indudes a plurality of linear 
indsions, the upper having lesser stretdi in a first direction that corre^onds with 
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an orientadon of the incisions, and the upper having greato' stretch in a second 
direction ihst is orthogonal to the first direction; and 
a sole structure at least partially ibnned fiom a polymer foam material, the sole structure 
including a plurality of sipes that extend into the polymer jbam material and fbrm 
flexion lines in the sole structure^ the sipes defining a pluralxty of discrete sole 
elements that are separated by Ae sipes. 

83. (Original) The article offbotwearredted in claim 82>wher«n a first group of the 
extend in a longitudinal direction fliat ooiresponds with a direction between a forefiiot region and 
a heel r^on of ttie fijotwear, and a second group of ibe incisions extend in a lateral direction 
that corresponds with a direction between a medial side and a lateral side of Ihe footwear. 

84. (Original) The artide of footwear recited in daim 83, wherein the second gcoi^ 
incisions are positioned in the forefoot region and adjacent a medial side of the upper. 

85. (Original) 11iearfideoffootwearredtedincla|m82, vdieieintfaesipesixid^ 

a first sipe oriented in a longitudinal direction with respect to tfie footwear* the first sipe 
extending through an entire lengdi of the sole structure, the first sipe being spaced 
inward from a lateral side of the sole structure in at least a forefoot region of the 
footwear, and the first sipe being approximately centered between the lateral side 
and a medial side of the sole structure in a heel region of the footwear; 

a second sipe that extends in the longitudinal directicm, the second sipe extending through 
only a portion of the lengtti of the sole structure; and 

a plurality of ttird sipes that extend laterally fiom the medial side to the lateral side of the 
sole structure. 

86. (Origmal) Thearticleof footwear redted in claim 82« wherein the at least one materiallayer 
indudes an exterior layer and an interior lay^, the exterior layer induding the incisions. 

87. (Original) The article of footwear redted in claim 86> wherein at least a portion of a hed 
region of the xtppcr is formed from only the interior layer. 
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88. (Origmal) The article of footwear recited in claim 86, wherem the interior layer foims at 
least a portion of an interior surface of the upper throughout a longitudinal length of the 
footwear, and the interior layer fonns bofli the interior sur&ce and an exterior sur&ce of the 
upper in a hed region of the i^pper. 

89. (Original) An article of footwear having an iqyper and a sole structure, Ae ^jppet 
comprising: 

an exterior layer fonning at least a portion of an «cterior of die vpp&, tbe exterior layer 
including a plurality of incisions that extend ifarou^ the exterior layer* the 
incisions being formed thiou|^ a laser-etching process; and 

an intnior layer located adjacent at least a portion of an inner sur&ce of ttie exterior 
layer, the intericxr layer being unsecured to ttie exterior layer in areas that are 
proximal to the inctsions, and the interior layer being exposed through at least a 
portion of tfie incisions. 

90. (Original) The aitideoffootwear recited in claim 89, iKdierein a first po^ 

are oriented to provide stretdi in a direction that extends betwea a medial side and a lateral side 
of tiie iqpper, and a second portion of Oie incisions are positioned adjacent the medial side and in 
a forefoot region of the upper. 

91. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 89, wha-cin the first portion of die 
incisions are oriented perpendicular to the second portion of the incisions. 

92. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 89, v^erein the first portion of the 
incisions are oriented longitudinally with respect to the footwear, and the second portion of the 
incisions are oriented laterally with respect to the footwear. 

93. (Original) The article of footwear recited in claim 89, wherein at least a portion of the 
incisions form a plurality of lines on the upper, and the incisions in adjacent lines are oi&et ftom 
eadi other. 
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94. (Original) The article of footwear redted in daim 89, whorein 
region of the iq)per is formed fiom a single layer of material. 

95. (Original) Ilie article of footwear redted in claim 94, v^ei^n the single 1^ 
the interior layer. 

96. (Original) The axttde of footwear redted in daim 89, wherein the interior layer fi^ 
least a portion of an interior sur&ce of ifae xtpper tfaiou^out a loogitudina] length of die 
footwear, and the interior layer forms both the interior surface and an exterior surface of the 
upper in a heel region of flie upper. 

97. (Original) An article of footwear having an upper and a sole structure, fhe sole structure 
comprising: 

• a connecting portion jpositioned adjacent flie upper; 

a plurality of discrete sole elements extending downward fiom the connecting portion, 
the sole dements being separated by a plurality of sipes tiiat extend upward into 
the sole structure; and 

an insole having a plurality of flexion lines that correspond wi& positions of at least a 
portion of file sipes. 

98- (Original) The article of footwear redted in daim 97, wherein the flexion lines are defcied 
in a lower surface of the insole. 

99. (Original) The article of footwear redted in claim 97, herein the sipes and the flexion lines 
include: 

a first sipe and a first flexion line that extends longitudinally through substantially an 

entire length of the sole structure; 
a second sipe and a second flexion line that extends longitudinally through only a portion ' 

of the length of the sole structure; and 
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a plurality of third sipes and fliiid flexion lines that extoid lateraUy fiom a ro^ 
a lateral side of the sole stnicture. 

100. (Original) The article of footwear tedted in daixn 99, wherein a width of at least one of the 
third sdpes is greater than a width of the first sipe and the second sipe, thereby fomiing areverae 
flex line in the sole structure. 

lOL (Original) The article of footwear recited in daim 97, wherein a tfaidmess of the 
Gonnectinig portion varies longitudinally* 
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